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Today’s 
Presentation 

� Why protect nature outside of parks? In other 
words, why do we need regional, landscape 
approaches to biodiversity conservation?



Nature & Biodiversity 

“The variety of genes, species, and ecosystems.”



Biodiversity as Species Numbers

� 5-30 million species!
� 1.8 million named 
� 80% Insects & arthropods 
� Vertebrate species 

� Fish – 30,000
� Birds – 9,800
� Reptiles - 6,700
� Mammals 4,500
� Amphibians 4,200



The abundancesof animals & plants also matters!



Biodiversity’s “ecological services” are essential
for building healthy, sustainable communities.

Economics and health are key motivators



We need to think beyond protected areas and  
species by species conservation.

Hudson Highlands State Park
Bald Eagle

Conservation on private lands is a priority



5 Actions to Help Biodiversity Adapt 
to Climate Change:

1. Increase nature-friendly lands & connect 
them.

2. Proactively manage biodiversity at regional 
levels, including in our parks and public 
lands.

3. Engage citizens to strengthen nature 
protection on private lands.

4. Practice “green building  and 
development.”

5. Teach our children sustainable living 
concepts, including the necessity for 
healthy biodiversity. 



Your “backyard” matters in a
regional conservation approach!



� A 936 sq. mile region 
composed of a mosaic of 
human-use and natural areas

� ~800,000 human residents 
� ~20-mile radius of Teatown
� Significant fauna, flora and 

scenic appeal remains

Hudson River watershed from 
Yonkers to Beacon  

Focus Area: Hudson Hills and Highlands

Teatown’s Bioregional Approach



What can Environmental Commission 
members do to help?



Increase protected areas and ecological 
connections and complexity . 



Conserve and manage water wisely. 

Rain Garden



Design living landscapes.  



Protect forests: manage deer. 



Go native, avoid invasive plants. 



Contact Information
� For information about Teatown contact:

Dr. Fred W. Koontz, 
Executive Director  
Teatown Lake Reservation 
1600 Spring Valley Road
Ossining, New York 10562

Telephone:  914-762-2890
Email:  fkoontz@teatown.org
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