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Opening Session

• Welcome
– Fred Koontz, Founder, ELLA 
– Joy Squires, President, NYSACC
– Louise Hartshorn, President, NYSAEMC

• Why the Conference Theme? – Fred Koontz

• The Hudson River Estuary as a Regional Approach to 
Conservation– Fran Dunwell 

• Questions & Answers 



Why the Conference Theme?
Regional Approaches to Conservation



Environmental Threats: 
Air,  water, soil, biodiversity and climate at risk



Over the last 40 years, what have we 
learned about the conservation process?

1970

Think Global, Act Local



Key Lesson Learned: 
Need to work at large enough scales to 
keep natural systems working 

Combine our efforts – “scale them up”!



2010 Conference on the Environment
Regional Approaches to Conservation

What is the size of a “region”?  Bigger than a 
municipality, smaller than New York State!

Focus on partnering to create ecologically healthy, 
sustainable areas.



1. We need to think beyond protected areas and  
species by species conservation.

Hudson Highlands State Park
Bald Eagle

Need to create “functional ecosystems” across 
regions, states, and globe.



2. Systems thinking must rule!

It is all about saving the pieces andthe connections



Economics and health are key motivators

3. “Environmental services” must be available 
everywhere in order to build healthy, sustainable 
communities.



4. We must better integrate the human dimension. 

Make conservation participatory



What have we learned? 

We need to create a seamless system of sustainable 
towns, regions, states, nations and world.

Today, at this meeting, we want to focus on:
“Think Global, Act Local, Partner Regionally ”

1970
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